
Top B Strategic Points When
WeighrngWin 7 Adoption

ndows 7 comes at an
interesting time. The
very notion of the desk-
top is being challenged

by everything from virtual deskrops
and cloud options to netbooks and
iPhones. None of these changes will
come to the enterprise ovemight, but
all will influence the configuration of
your end-user environment over the
next three years. It's in this light that
we take a look at eight elements of
Windows 7 that enterprises need to
factor into their plans for rolling out
Microsoftb latest opemting system.

l. Remote users wil l love Win 7
As more employees work outside the

office, IT needs new strategies to keep
them supported, secure, and produc-
tive. Two key features of Windows 7,
BranchCache and DirectAccess, are ex-
cellent starting points for the next gen-
eration ofimproved mobile access.

DirectAccess leverages lPv6 and
lPsec into a system that provides secure
connectivity back to the main network,
regardless of where users are con-
nec ted-or  even whether  they ' re
logged in at all. BmnchCache also helps
users at remote offices stay productive
because the network can be configured
to cache Web pages and files on locai
serlers or in a round-robin peer style
lor sites without local servers, ensuring
that frequently accessed data and files
will be served up quickly ro end users.

One sticking point: Both features re-
quire Windows Seryer 2008 R2.

2, Infose( teams will like Win 7
There's a lot ofgood news on the se-

curity fuonr with Windows 7. Most of
the improvemenB are a continuation
ofinitiatives that started with Visra, in-
cluding Microsoft's Secure Develop-

ment Lifecycle, which the company
hopes wil l reduce exploitable code
flaws in its software. Windows 7 is otre
of the first products to come through
the full development life cycle.

At the same time, more thought was
put into reducing the impacr rhat in-
trusive security can have on the user
experience. The company has retained
the concept of User Account Controi

Af A l'Horrenrunes
Glance Lorwtuoowsz

> Applocker: Stops usersfrom running
unauthorized apps on thek PCs-finally

> Branchcache: Caches Web and file shares
for remote users to speed performance

> DiredAc(eis: Gives remote users a
secure connection to the corporate
network, butWin Server 2008 R2's a must

> XP ModeiA virtualized instance of Win
XPthat can run right alongside Win 7

but reduced the number of pop-ups
that frustrated Vista users.

Other features, such as Bitlocker,
are updated, including rhe abiliry to
encrlpt removable devices. There are
new security features, too, including
Applocker, which lets administrators
prevent users from downloading and
running unauthorized software.

3.lt has better management
While BitLocker and AppLocker

don't need Windows Server 2008 R2 to
function, they do need Advance Group
Policy Management 4.0. In fact, there
are more than 350 new control options,
many of which boost deskrop control,
power managemem, and the ability to
use different functions based on ma-

chine location. Howeveq you'll only get
the full functionaliry for AGPM 4.0
with Windows Sewer 2008 R2.

Are you sensing a theme here?

4. lt's netbook-f riendly
A rccent InJ ormqtionWeeh Analytics

survey shows massive potential for net-
book growth, from 35% in rhe enrer-
prise today up to a projecred 72olo
within two years. Smaller and less ex-
pensive than laptops, netbooks are
perfect mobile devices for those on a
budget. The bulk of netbooks in or
ganizations today run XP Pro and
Linux. Win 7 plays nicely on most net-
books, however, especially the pro ver-
sion. That said, organizations should
push for the enterprise version to get
features like DirectAccess.

5, Desktop virtualization's coming
Less than 8% of organizations have

actively moved any virtual desktops
into production, according to another
rccerLt InJotmehonweek Analytics suryey.
Windows 7 will change rhat. The OS
runs on all major virtualization plat-
forms, includlng \Mware, Citrix, and
Microsoft. All vendors report a stable
desktop. Unfortunately, display limita-
tion< and peripheral incompar ibil i t ie"
that have plagued t€rminal servers and
thin clients for years remain.

The Windows 7 client has its own
virtualization option, XP Mode, which
lets you run XP as a virtual machine rn
Windows 7. It isn't suited to providing
and managing vrrtual environments lor
the enterpnse. bur rt wil l f ind u,e lor
one-off specialty apps or as a part of a
test bed for development teams.

6.Windows 7 is SaaS-friendly
With more business apps moving

online, Windows 7 olfers an environ-
ment friendly to software as a service.
It's tightLy integrated wirh Intemet Ex-
piorer 8, providing a stable plarform
for Web applications. And because
lE8 is available for XP and Visra, en-
terpdses can standardize on a single
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bro l -ser .  On the  l l i p  s ide ,  i l  you ' r 'e
settlecl on Firefox or Chrome. you'l1
need to \\ 'atch their releases closely
Both have documented issues rvith

Longer tenn, the porenrlal of Dirccr-
Access  as  par t  o f  your  b roac le r
public/prrvate cloud design has real
rrppeal. Microsolt has er.en hlnted rt
pror-rding Ollice 2010 optior.rs for both
private and public clouds, giving IT
extra fleribil i ty when rloving docu
nents across 5)5tems.

:r. i !!r. !r1rpiJ : s !c[{i ir isnel
- r r r e  t \ c  i o ' .  f e , t  o \ e  \  ' -  ;  5  d  b i

annoyrng. but you should be able to
p ; l r , y  rhar  lny  rn to  end-u<,  r  '  n th .  ' r -
asm il you decide to deploy Having
users excited about a new OS goes a
long u'ay to aiding successlul adoption.
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C)l course, hype can be a t\v{) \\i:rv
street. Al a recent hllofln.l l idl l\ 'Vlf/r
Windows 7 rirtual event. Steve Sar.age,
CIO at CA. carit ioned that users ma1
jump the gun. He remrnciecl lT abont
the need for testing, despite u'hat uscrs
u'rnL. CA! ou'r plan includes three lull
quar ters ol aucliting ancl testrng belore
the initral roll,lut.

: l  ,  ; t ,  n  i r , i r r  r :  ; t i , t j 1 1 : . i i , i ,  . . : . : . : i  r r -

r ' r  ' h ,  ,  "  r , r  ̂  V rc r  . ,  I t  -  rc l  . r . t
and support dates shor,rld be seen as a
blessing for iT Wrndcru's 7 is out ancl
beu.rg cleployed. XP nainstreem sup-
port ended in April; Vrstals wil l end rn
Apnl 201 2. Wiliclorvs 7 u'ilL hn.e marn-
strean sulll:)rrrt for live )ears, or tu'cr
r c r r '  r f t e  t L  e  e , . r , .  , l  r l t '  I ' r . ' d r r c  -

successcri.. Redmond walllecl on NP a
few timcs. nuinl,v due to Vistir dehys,

but 1'ou can plan on these daLes and rcl

lr-rst youlstrategy lor phasing in the
r r '  r r  o s  . r '  d  l "  . . - i , ' S , , u '  t h c  o l , l  

" n c
WheLher  you rvc lconre  Wjn  7  o r

cr.rrsc the clemisc L)[ NR ir's time to dc
c ide :  Adopt  Win( l ! r \ \ , s  7 ,  nove t t r
Llnur. or bnng back the rbacus. Your
crrl l \ i jsLa laclied the [catures, stabil ity
nncl marliet acceptancc tL) drivc lor-
uarcl the desktop. Wrndrrri's 7 has acL
clresscd all of these issues.

h.r three 1.cals, the desktop as u'e
knor'v iL toclav r,r'ill looli vastly clilferenr.
Wndo$,s 7 givcs olqanizations some
breathrng room Lo prepare for the com
ing rvave o[ lhernatives. That may be
rts nicest leature ol all.

Michacl Healer (nhealev@nuc., ort, is
presidenl oJ Yeomor T.chnologies, a cotr-
sultirg Jinlr.
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